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Abstract:

Many researchers have conducted studies about shophouses during the period of
King Rama V. Most of these researchers conducted surveys of the architectural styles
currently seen in Bangkok and relevant historical documents.

A 1907 Bangkok map clearly shows the shophouses that existed during the reign of
King Rama V. Therefore, the researcher proposed to examine those shophouses which
appeared on the map and still remain in the present day, so as to compare them with other
shophouses still standing in the same quarter and confirm the construction dates.

In this study, the researcher read and duplicated the 1907 Bangkok map which
details the streets and shophouses that existed during King Rama V’s reign. From the total of
2,430 shophouses indicated on the map, the researcher selected shophouses of the same
size and location as the ones that appear on a present-day, 2007 map. The comparison of
1907 and 2007 maps led to the locations anticipated to still have architecture from King
Rama V’s reign. The researcher then conducted fieldwork at these sites to survey and
confirm the sizes, locations, and numbers of the actual buildings. According to the survey,
310 shophouses from King Rama V’s era remained intact. However, the researcher was also
able to gather information from partially intact architecture in the same quarter and
proposed 16 original building designs which could be anticipated in this area. It was found
that these 16 designs of shophouses remained in a cluster of 63 buildings along both sides
of Songsawat Road, Charoen Krung Road, and Yaowarat Road.

The study of shophouses from the 1907 Bangkok map using the above method was
able to confirm the origins of architecture from the reign of King Rama V which still exists.
This was possible because the map contains highly detailed information and provides the
locations of buildings more specifically than other historical documents. By using the map, it
is easier to conduct fieldwork to identify the numbers and locations of remaining King Rama
V era shophouses. Nevertheless, the observation of other architectural styles was also

needed to confirm the period of construction.
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